
Public Workshop #1
June 10, 2024

Central Connecticut Loop Study
Airline Trail – Farmington Canal Trail Connector 



Agenda
 6:35: RiverCOG Project Introduction

 6:40: VHB Slide Presentation
– Defining the Study Area

– Overview of Public Engagement

– CCLT Route Alternatives Under Consideration

– Evaluation/Prioritization Process

 7:00: Process-related Q&A

 7:10: Small-group Discussion

 7:45: Reports Back

 7:55: Next Steps



Central Connecticut Loop Trail (111 miles)



Central Connecticut Loop Trail: Branding



The Full Study Area

Middletown PortlandMeriden



The Full Study Area

Middletown PortlandMeriden
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Core Study Area: 
~11.5 miles



Core Study Area Analysis
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 Bi-monthly Study Advisory Committee Meetings

 Stakeholder Meetings (CTDOT, CT DEEP, City of 
Middletown/Town of Portland & Trail Advocates)

 Community Events
– Middletown Main Street Pop-up 

(~90 participants on 12/9/23)
– Today’s Routing Workshop
– Final Information Meeting (November 2024)

 RiverCOG Board presentations

Public Engagement: Meetings



Public Engagement: Study Web Page
www.rivercog.org/plans/cctloopstudy/



CCLT Route Alternatives Under Consideration



CCLT Route Connection to Meriden



CCLT Route Alternatives In Core Area



CCLT Route Alternatives In Core Area

Crossing the Coginchaug River Inset

Downtown Portland Inset



Crossing the Coginchaug River

Rail bridge view to the northwest

Newfield St at LaRosa

North

Veterans 
Memorial 

Park



Downtown Portland Route Alternatives

Freestone Ave (Google streetview)

Rail corridor from Pickering St.



Portland Connection to the Airline Trail

View of rail corridor from William 
Street Extension



Trail Character / Design Options

Path within abandoned rail corridor

Boardwalk segment

Path in road ROW (aka “sidepath”)

Path along edge of water body



Route Evaluation / Prioritization

 Establish Evaluation Criteria based 
on Study Goals
– Primarily on off-road route
– Safety (separation and crossings)
– Environmental impact
– Emphasis on security
– Construction/maintenance costs
– Connected to nearby destinations
– Promotes economic development
– Access to/from underserved 

neighborhoods

Example from CRCOG trail study in Simsbury



Route Evaluation / Prioritization

 Develop matrix to evaluate/score 
segments of the route alternatives
– Quantitative criteria (based on GIS 

and demographic data)
– Qualitative criteria (based on 

public/ stakeholder feedback)

 Rank options based on scores

 Scores intended to inform 
selection of Preferred Alignment

 Segment scoring informs the 
phasing strategy

Example from CRCOG trail study in Simsbury



Conclusion: Next Steps

Public 
Workshop 1

 Narrow down alignment 
options to two (maximum) 
for each segment

 Evaluate/score options to 
create Preferred Alternative

 Develop additional graphics 
for Preferred Alternative

 Public Meeting #2

 Cost Estimates

 Implementation Strategy 
(phasing, permitting needs, 
and funding sources)



General Q & A



Small-group Discussion Questions

 What is your preferred design for the CCLT 
through Portland and Middletown?
 What are the opportunities and challenges 
for the draft route options presented?
 Are there good route options we haven’t 
considered?
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